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We have been dancing since before man walked on the moon!

The Asheville Ballet proudly announces its 2011-2012 Family-Focused Season
Magic In The Moon
Moonshine and Winnie the Pooh are the featured works in our season opener, Friday and Saturday, September 30 and October 1 at 7:30. Pooh retells the adventures of that loveable bear, Christopher Robin, and all their forest friends, all set to the stunning music of Beethoven’s Sixth Symphony – The Pastorale. Moonshine is an original work that plays on a pun (Moonshine the secret mountain liquid and Moonshine the mysterious force that pulls at tides and human emotions). The abstract ballet (don’t worry, families) moves from lyrical to percussive, to powerful, to sad, to joyously triumphant – all set to the original music of the Chapel Hill Band Kangaroo, which will perform live.   
The Nutcracker has been a holiday tradition in Asheville for 37 years. This all-time favorite story of Clara’s magical midnight trip to the Land of Sweets is classical ballet at its best. The exquisite Sugar Plum Fairy and her handsome Cavalier dance their eternally lovely pas de deux, and beautiful flowers waltz, waltz, waltz. This year we have new surprises you won’t want to miss. Shows are scheduled for 7:30 Friday and Saturday December 10-11, and 2:30 Saturday and Sunday December 11-12.  School shows are available during the day, Thursday December 9.
Sleeping Beauty will headline the Spring Concert, May 18-19 at 7:30. Tchaikovsky’s greatest ballet music is brought to exciting and romantic life by Asheville Ballet’s versatile dancers. The happy-ever-after fairy tale unfolds in pure classical ballet. In addition, a new contemporary work has been commissioned by choreographer Lindsey Kelley.
All shows are held at beautiful Diana Wortham Theatre. Ticket information and sales are available at the box office at (828) 257-4530. For more information about the company or the shows, call Ann Dunn, Director, at (828-258-1028, or visit our website at www.ashevilleballet.com .
BY THE DATES:

1948 Our first studio opened in Asheville





1960 Our ballet company founded and incorporated





1974 Our first annual Nutcracker performed





2009-10 Our studio’s 62st Anniversary!!




   
Our ballet company’s 50th Anniversary!!





Our Nutcracker’s 36th Anniversary!!
WHO WE ARE:

We are Asheville’s year-long resident repertoire ballet company. Seasoned ballet fans and novices alike have the opportunity to watch consummate professionals dance a wide variety of roles, from classical to contemporary, in powerful, meaningful, memorable performances. In addition, international guest artists and advanced local pre-professionals continue to provide challenges and freshness.
We have built a reputation on the belief that dance plays a vital role in the education and culture of the community.

We are one of Western North Carolina’s oldest non-profit arts organizations. In an average season, formal and educational outreach programming affects a culturally diverse audience of approximately 23,000 people

We have produced residencies by historical choreographers and hosted master classes and workshops by international dance stars. 

We have produced both cutting edge interdisciplinary work and full-length major work, collaborating with other local art agencies and working live with the area’s major musical, poetic and visual artists.

We offer an annual lecture series on dance appreciation, generate educational articles on dance for national and local publications, and have built a full library of dance-related materials, some rare and otherwise unavailable.

We are proud. Dancers who have worked with the ballet have performed with Alvin Ailey, Kirov, Shen Wei, Pennsylvania, Forth Worth, Harlem, Colorado, Hartford, Boston, Geneva, Cuba, and The Rockettes; have appeared in Broadway musicals, Hollywood films, and have won Miss and Mrs. America; and have been accepted at the schools of the New York City Ballet, American Ballet Theater, Juilliard, Boston Ballet, Jose Limon, Paul Taylor, Martha Graham, Merce Cunningham, Robert Joffrey, and The Dance Conservatory at Purchase. 

We have created scholarships for advanced dancers to pursue professional work in New York and Europe, for underprivileged students to train in Asheville, and for tickets to introduce children to the wonders of dance.

No dance task in our community is too big or too small for us!

